
TABLE 11-20. SHARE OF CHILDREN EXITING FOSTER CARE DURING THE FISCAL YEAR, BY REASON FOR EXIT, 

FY2001-FY2011 

 

Reason for Exit FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY2007 FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 

Reunite with Parents or Primary 
Caretaker 55.2% 54.0% 53.3% 51.9% 52.4% 52.3% 52.0% 51.7% 50.8% 50.8% 51.4% 

Live with Other Relative(s) 9.5% 10.0% 10.6% 11.2% 10.8% 10.7% 9.4% 8.5% 7.9% 8.0% 8.2% 

Adoption 16.7% 17.6% 17.6% 17.9% 17.7% 17.1% 17.6% 18.9% 20.2% 20.5% 20.4% 

Guardianship 3.0% 3.7% 4.2% 5.0% 4.9% 5.3% 6.3% 6.8% 6.5% 6.3% 6.4% 

Emancipation 6.8% 7.0% 7.8% 8.2% 8.6% 9.7% 10.1% 10.5% 11.0% 11.0% 10.6% 

Transfer  to Another Agency 2.8% 2.5% 2.3% 2.2% 2.3% 2.2% 2.0% 1.8% 2.3% 2.2% 1.9% 

Runaway 1.9% 1.9% 1.7% 1.7% 1.8% 1.8% 1.6% 1.1% 0.8% 0.6% 0.6% 

Death 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 

Missing Data 3.9% 3.1% 2.2% 1.7% 1.3% 0.8% 0.8% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 

TOTAL 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Source: Table prepared by the Congressional Research Service on November 2, 2012 for the 2012 version of the House Ways and Means Committee Green Book and based on data provided by 

HHS, ACF, ACYF, Children’s Bureau as reported by the 50 states, DC and PR (as of January 2009 for FY2001-FY2003 and as of August 2012 for FY2004-FY2011). 

 


